DERAILMENT PROBE 


Investigators checking whether the 
train engineer was distracted. A3 
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By JEFF STEIN 
and DAMIAN PALETTA 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Republicans are 
on the verge of passing the most 
significant overhaul of the tax code since 
1986, after the Senate approved the GOP 
plan Tuesday evening and House leaders 
scheduled a Wednesday morning vote to 
send it to President Donald Trump. 

The sprawling plan would cut the 


CONSOLIDATION PLAN 
Hartford’s schools chief unveils her 
plan to close 10 buildings. B1, B2 
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GOP REFORM 


Senate Passes Tax Overhaul 


Minor Tweaks To Bill Now Go To House; Vote Expected Wednesday 


provide new breaks for other businesses. 
It also would lower income tax bills in 
2018 for the vast majority of households, 
though the wealthy would see far more 
relief than the middle class and working 
poor. 

The plan would revise nearly every 
part of the tax system by lowering 
income tax rates at all levels and 
restructuring deductions. And it extends 
beyond taxes and into health care by 
scrapping a central part of the Affordable 
Care Act. 


GOP leaders appeared to ensure the 
bill’s passage Friday when they secured 
support from holdout Republican Sens. 
Marco Rubio, Fla., and Bob Corker, Tenn. 

“Congress is standing at the doorstep 
of a historic opportunity,’ Senate Major- 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said 
Tuesday ahead of the vote. “Here’s what 
we set out to do: Take money out of 
Washington’s pockets and put it back in 
the pockets of middle-class Americans.” 


TAXES, A4 


TOYS FOR TOTS 


UTC chips in at annual holiday 
toy drive in Plainville. B3 
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COOL AGAIN 


A: Cloudy, with highs in 
the upper 30s. A2 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2017 


Near-Universal Impact 


> Corporate tax rate dropping to 21 percent from 
35 percent. 


> Individual tax rates cut for all income levels. 
> State and local tax deduction cut back. 
> Health insurance mandate and penalty voided. 


Connecticut Democrats concerned because 
state taxpayers stand to take a greater hit than 
those elsewhere. Page A& 


corporate tax rate dramatically and 
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MAGICAL MILESTONE 


Lawmaker 
Says DCF 
‘Gave Up 
On Tirado 


Starvation Death 
Subject Of Hearing 


By JOSH KOVNER 


jkovner@courant.com 


HARTFORD — Sorting through the 
“shocking” and “shameful” signs leading 
to the starvation death of Matthew 
Tirado while on the radar of child- 
protection and school officials, and court- 
appointed lawyers, state Sen. Len Suzio 
said one element struck him almost as 
deeply as the manner in which the 
autistic, nonverbal teenager died. 

“I was shocked to read that you 
withdrew from this case” Suzio, a Repub- 
lican of Meriden, said to Commissioner 
Joette Katz of the state Department of 
Children and Families at a legislative 
hearing Tuesday. The session was held in 
the wake of Child Advocate Sarah Eagan’s 
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Council 
President 


Accused Of 
Harassment 


hf ma 
CLOE POISSON | CPOISSON@COURANT.COM 


CHRIS DAILEY, who has been with Geno Auriemma every step of the way since win No. 1in 1985, gives the UConn coach an emotional hug 
as they celebrate his 1,000th win, an 88-64 victory over Oklahoma Tuesday night at Mohegan Sun Arena. 


Geno Earns Monumental Win Before His UConn Family 


By PAUL DOYLE FIRST WIN past 169 games, a record of 800-54 
pdoyle@courant.com Nov. 24,1985: UConn 73, lona 67 (937) os tp 11995. F M s clark 
And now this: 1,000 wins, secure avor pavs arke 
NCASVILLE - Geno SOOTH WIN with UConn’s 88-64 victory over y y: 
Auriemma displays so April 6, 2003: UConn 71, Texas 69 Oklahoma Tuesday night before a Should Be Removed 
much emotion from his 1,000TH WIN crowd of 9,151 at the Mohegan Sun 
position in front of the Arena. By JENNA CARLESSO 
bench, animated and demonstrative Dec. 19, 2017: UConn 88, Oklahoma 64 With many former players and a a VINNY VELLA 


for 40 minutes, game after game since 
1985. 


friends sprinkled among the near 
capacity crowd, fans greeted Au- 
riemma with a standing ovation when 
he strolled from the locker room 
before the game. While there were 
moments of tension as Oklahoma 


LONGEST WINNING STREAK 


But it’s best to remove the emotion Mgames 
and rely on cold numbers to explain UNDEFEATED SEASONS 
the greatness of Luigi “Geno” Au- Six 
riemma: Il NCAA titles, 10 consecu- 
tive Final Four appearances, 120 wins 
in the past 121 games, 167 wins in the 


jcarlesso@courant.com 


A former Hartford City Council aide 
has filed a complaint with the state’s 
Commission on Human Rights and Op- 
portunities accusing City Council Presi- 
dent Thomas “TJ” Clarke II, City Clerk 
John Bazzano and Olga Colon, another 
council assistant, of sexual harassment 
and discrimination. 

The former aide charged that Clarke, 
Bazzano and Colon discriminated against 
her because she is white. Clarke is black, 
Bazzano is white and Colon is Hispanic. 


LOSSES 
B5 1,000, A4 


Jeff Jacobs column, more coverage, Pages Cl, C4-5. 


UTC Settles Case Ivanka Trump’s Visit New Time To Sign Clarke, 36, said in a written statement 
UTC agrees to pay $1.06M to settle a A visit to Norwalk High School by lvanka Some college football coaches aren’t Tuesday that he never intended to offend 
Pentagon claim involving substandard Trump irks parents who were not notified happy with the new December early COUNCIL, AS 
computer chips. Business, Page A8 of the event. Connecticut, Page B1 signing period for recruits. Sports, Page Cl 
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GOODSPEED MUSICALS 


V oy  AConnecticit CHRISTMAS CAROL 


eA How Mutenl m 


The Terris Theatre, Chester a 
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